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Broadcasters   heard  their  part  in  the   national  frame'/rork  of  total  v^rar 
sketched  vrith  deft,   plain  words   this  v/eek  at  the  opening  day  of  the   EAB 
Convention  in  Cleveland*      It  was    good  to  hoar   in  those  words    -  from  OFP^'s 
head  man,   Archibald  MacLoish  -  a  clear  exposition  of  what  our  government 
hopes   the  radio   industry  can  do»      It  v/as   good  to  know  that  this    assignment 
has   been  handed  us   as   an  assignment   -  in  a  spirit   of   confidence   and  without 
the   scowls   of  compulsion. 

Basically,  what  Archibald  MacLeish  told  the   convenin  ;;  broadcasters    is 
a  confirmation  C'f  v/hat  the   BVC  has  been  stressing   in  its    determined  way 
these  many  vfeeks.     Washington  has    given  to  radio  a  job  that  no   one   ever 
attempted  before.      It   is   not   going  to  tell  radio  ho^v  th-^.    job   should  be 
accomplished.      Into  our  complex  mechanism  for  mass   communication  goes   the 
need;   out  of  it  must  come  the   result.     What   lies  beti/veen  is   the   skill, 
courage,    experience   and  resourcefulness   of  men  who  are  wise    in  the  vmys 
of  our   industry. 

Their  best  tool   -  and  the   one  that  Yfashington  asks   thorn  to  use  with 
consinTimate   zeal  -  is    an  intangible   called  initiative.      It  must  be  tempered 
by  the  tv;in  virtues    of   commonsonse   and   good  taste.      It  must  be   put  to  work 
in  a  hard-hitting  race   against  time   and  apathy  and   our  enemies   from  v/ithout 
and  our  enemies   from  v/ithin.      It  must  toll  the  American  people  vrtiat  they 
should  knov/,  what  they  should   do.      The   quicker  they  understand,   the   quicker 
they  act   -  then  the   quicker  this  war  v/ill  be  won  and  relegated  to  an  ugly 
catastrophe  that   our  children  can  read   about  in  their  history  books. 

The  vrord   "must"    -  sprinkled  through  the   previous    paragraph  -  is   self- 
imposed.      That's   one   of  the   reassuring,    important  points   of  the  MacLeish 
address    -  and  one   that  heightens    oyov.  higher  the  obligations  Virhioh  broad- 
casting must   accept  for   itself   in  the   empyrean  task  of  moulding  and  rivet- 
ing together  the  thinking  of  America. 

In  the   Nazi  universe   a  private  industry  like  broadcasting  vrould  not 
be   asked  to  perform,  such  self-evident,   patriotic   tasks    -  because,   you  sec, 
in  a  riazi  universe  broadcasting  v/ould  not  be   a  private   industry.      In  America 
T,vc   have   come  to  look  upon  radio   as   a  povj-erful  instrument  of  dem.ocracy.     Radio 
has   the   coTfidence   and  attentive   ears   of   our  people.      Novit,   we   find,    it  has 
the   faith  of  our  government. 

The   needs   are   evident,     i/ashington  outlines   them  freely  and  is    eager 
to   co-operate.     Radio  must  keep   its   tools   sharp   -  its    initiative  v/orking 
at  full   speed.      The   results   can  be  the  hard  difference  betiveen  victory 
and  defeat. 
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gi^;e  it  your  best  ** 

Ar.-83rioa»s  cnenies  from  within  aro  not  all  concrete,  molodraTnatic  things 
like  agents  who  rip  up  railvmy  tracks   and  saboteurs  who  put  encry  dust  in 
crankcasos*     Wo  have,  for  example,   enemies  of  our  ov;-n  unconscious   creation  - 
like  this   spiraling,  dangerous  business  of  inflation.     Next  Monday  (l(!ay  18), 
as   you  well  know,   a  vigorous   offensive  to  puncture  further  inflation  begins 
to  roll  v/ith  adoption  of  retail  price   control  on  most  basic  articles  by 
the  Office  of  Price  Adrdnistration. 

It's   a  treriendous   step,   of  course,    and  one  that  can  well  be   puzzling 
to  the  public*     Radio  has  been  presented  vdth  the   robust  responsibility  of 
putting  over  a  quick,    intensivn  campaign  to  explain  for  the  average   citizen 
just  v/hy  price-fixing  is   imperative,    and  vmat  ho  must  do  to  co-operate » 

FuTidamcntal  data  for   spot  announcements   and  educational  broadcasts   has 
already  boon  sent  all  stations  by  the  Office   of  Emergency  Eanagement.     We 
want  to  stress   loudly  for  you  that  the  OFF  has   instantly  given  ttiis  drive 
a  conclusive  doublo^A  rating.     Since  naturally  you  won't  find  it   listed  on 
the   last  Radio  War  Guide,   if  you  need  further  information  and  advice,   local 
and  regional  OEM  offices   aro  at  your  service* 

Because  of  the  brief  time  remaining,  wo  suggest  you  climb  on  your 
bicycle  at  once  and  concentrate  upon  a  bang-up  job  to  make  price  control 
and  its  reasons  less  of  a  mystery  to  the  people  of  America* 

PUNS  FOR  A  POOL  ** 

There  is  a  certain  bri^rht  hope  these  days   for  broadcasters    -  all  of 
whom  may  eventually  expect  to  find  the  cupboard  bare  of  reserve  tubes   and 
other  transmitter  vitals   -  in  a  recomriondation  made   last  week  by  the 
pomes tic  Broadcast  Committee   of  the  DCB* 

The  proposal   calls   for  establishment  of  a  pool,   purely  as   a  paper 
iniventory,,  providing  the  WPB  grants   a  sufficiently  high  priority  rating  for 
tho   replenishment   of  depleted  items  * 

TFnder  tho  arrangement   (which  still   needs    approval  from  both  the  DCB 
and  the  V^TB),   the  paper  pool  would  bo  supervised  by  a  station-elected 
administrator  and  tvro  assistants   in  each  of  the   17  NAB  districts.     If  it's 
been  your  custom  to  keep  a  100^  or  greater  reserve  stock  of  tubes   and  parts 
on  the  shelf,  you'll  be  permitted  to  continue  having  100/^  handy*     Under  the 
priority  arrangement,  however,   you'd  he   able  to  draw  on  the  pool  after 
your   own  reserves   are-  exhausted   in  return  for  making  your  other  excess    items 
available   at  this  time  to   less  well-stooked  stations* 

At   first  glance,    it  may  seem  like  a  large   order  were  being  asked  of  the 
forosighted  so   as   to  help  thase  who  haven't  planned   ahead.     Don't   overlook, 
though,    that  it  may  be  a  long,   dreary  war.     Vfe  need  tho  teamod-up  efforts 
of   every  broadcaster  in  the   land  -  and  there's   no  broadcaster  in  the    land  who 
can  smugly  sit  back  and  think  hoTron't  in  time  feel  the  strai'igling  pinch 
of  replaccrtents   that  can't  be  made* 
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YIAR  ST/J3PG  AM)   SODi^    ** 

Patriotisn  pops   up   In  all   kinds   of  places,    and  the  xvar  effort   can  stand 
all  the   patriotism  it  gets •      The  more    groups  who  go  out   and  push  War  Bonds 
and  exhort   the   people  to  buy  "i'ar  Stamps,   the  faster  v/g»11  break  the  /jcis» 

There    is,   hoivcver,   such  a  thing  as    getting  your  patriotism  mixed  up 
T;ith  other,   more   earthy  iXttters.     We're   thinlcing  at  the  moment  of  a  drive 
by  a  national   drug  trade   association  to  have   the   public  buy  Vfcr  Stamps 
at   drug  stores.      That's   fine.      If  campaigns   like  this    can  boost  the  sale 
of  War  Stamps,  v/e're   all  for  having  them  sold  by  butcher  shops,  beauty 
parlors   and  hot   do^  stands* 

The  point   ir   question  is   that  the   drug  trade  association  has  been 
approaching  broadcast   stations  v.dth  a  plea  for  anr-ouncomonts    asking  the   good 
citizenry  to  go  -buy  War  Stam.ps   at   local  drug  stores.      Now  this,   to  our  v/ay 
of  thinking,    does   not   smack  of  total  altruism..      It  seer.is  to  help  the  dr\;ggists 
as   much  as   it  does  the    Treasury  Departrnorrt   -  on  the   theory  that  after  Mr. 
Jasper  Public  has  bought  his   far  Stamp,   he's    likely  to  remember  he  also 
needs   a  new  toothbrush,    an  electric   toaster  or  a  three-decker  club   sandwich. 

Not  only  has   the   drug  trade  group  asked  for  such  annoui^ccments ,   but   it's 
also  requested  that  individual  stations   report  back  on  how  many  plugs  were 
aired.      This   doesn't   see'-,  like   a  good,    clean-cut  game   of  cricket. 

Radio's    job   is    naturally  to   give  the  sale   of  TiTar  Bends   and  Stamps   every 
aid.     But  these   iter.s   arc   on  sale   at  many  places,   and  radio's   direct 
obligation  is  to  the   Treasury.     Of  course   if  you  v^ant  to   plug  the  drug  angle 
for  any  local  reason,    thcxt's  up  to  you.     There's   no  reason  why  you  shouldn't 
if  you  see  fit.     Looking  at  the   mritter  :aationally,   however,  wo   point   out 
that  broadcasting   is   perf orvrlng  a  general   job   on  behalf  of  the  United  States 
Treasury  and   is   not  obligated  to  play  ball  v:ith  any  hitch-hikers  who  may 
comiC   along* 

THE  SAVING  SPIRIT   ** 

Intelligent  frugality  is   the   keynote   of  a  single   folded  sheet  of  news- 
print paper  titled  "VfOR's  War   on  Waste"    and  issued  recently  by  the   station 
of  the  same   call-lottors .     Designed   as   an  intramural  project  to   give  WOR 
em.ployees   a  number  of  timely  hints    on  virartime   conservation,   the   folder   lists 
some   31  different  ways  to  eliminate   office  vmste. 

A  copy  might  give   you  some   smart  notions    on  a   conservation  campaign  of 
your  ovm.     WOR,    1440  Broadway,    Nov;  York  City,   -vTill  be    glad,  we   understand, 
to   send  you  one  upon  request. 

YfAR   BO  LIDS  AS   PRIZES   ** 

Further  clarification  cf  how  the   Treasury  Department  feels   about  the 
bandying  of  YItxr  Bonds   as   prizes    or  revrards,    prerdums    or  v.'-hat-you-^'n.ll  in 
lotteries,    games      of   chance   and  the   like   is   revealed   in  a  carefully-vrorded 
statement  on  the   subject   issued   last  week  at  7lashington. 

Confusion  has   arisen  novir  and  again  as   to  v/hether   it's  vdthin  the 
ethical   pall  to  give   away  War  Bonds   and  Stam.ps    on  radio  quizzes,   slogan 
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contests  o.nd  shows  of  sinilar  fornat.   Tho  Treasury  has  no  objection. 

It's  all  a  matter  of  whether  chance  or  skill  in  involved.  Obviouf^ly 
radio  can't  hold  lotteries  or  broadcast  prcgrains  whore  the  contestant  has  to 
buy  merchandise  before  he's  alloa-rcd  to  participate.   Tho  official  statcnont 
covers  tho  subject  thusly: 

"The  Departnont  disapproves  of  tho  use  of  savings  bonds  or  savings 
stanps  as  prizes  or  rewards,  either  alone  or  in  coTTibin,:ition  with  norchandiso, 
tlirough  lotteries,  punch  boards,  pin  ball  games,  or  other  games  of  chance 
where  a.n  element  of  personal  profit  is  involved  either  directly  or  indirectly* 
Objection  is  not  made  to  such  use  in  contests  of  knov/lcdge  or  skill,  not 
depending  upon  chance,  svich  as  quizzes,  slogan  contests  or  the  like,  not 
directly  connected  v/ith  retail  sales  of  merchandise. 

"The  Treasury  also  strongly  disapproves  of  the  use  of  either  bonds  or 
stamps  as  premiums,  discounts  or  gifts  in  connection  with  tho  retail  sale 
of  merchandise,  particularly  as  premiums  for  coupons  or  other  stamps  or 
counters  in  the  nature  of  trading  stamps  or  tho  like,  or  the  use  of  bonds 
or  stamps  in  any  xvay  calculated  to  give  one  m.orchant  or  doalor  any  advantage, 
real  or  apparent,  ever  his  competitors* 

"Those  objections  are  based  on  considerations  of  public  policy  and  do 
not  depend  upon  the  legality  or  illegality  of  any  of  the  devices  or  games 
nentionod  under  the  lav;-s  of  the  United  States  or  of  any  state,  nor  upon 
vj-hcther  or  not  practices  to  which  the  Department  objects  mxiy  bo  considered 
violations  of  fair  trade  practices." 

THE  VOICEG  FROM  AUSTRiiLIA  ** 

In  the  past  tv;o  vrceks  we've  reported  on  the  original  plan  of  tho  Red 
Cross  to  transcribe  voices  of  American  fighting  men  in  Australia,  and  how 
this  was  changed  because  Mutual  is  carrying  a  quite  similar  series  of  sh.ov7S 
by  arrangemeiit  with  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission. 

The  BVC  now  learns  that  Ii(Eutual  is  vailing  to  make  these  prograr.is 
available  to  any  stations  in  areas  not  served  by  a  Mutual  cutlet  -  providing, 
of  course,  they  shoulder  the  v;iro  costs.  Request  should  be  mrtdo  direct  to 
Mutual  New  York  office. 

Recordings  of  individual  voices,  suitable  for  home  phonographs,  xvill 
still  be  sent  by  the  Red  Cross  to  parents  and  relatives  of  men  involved. 
Meani'/hilc  tho  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission  is  announcing  that  the 
rebroadcast  shovrs  are  aired  in  this  country  through  the  joint  co-operation 
of  Ivutual  and  tho  American  Red  Cross. 

FOR  FOREIGN  L/iNGUAGE  FIELD  ** 

lie   hoar  from  Loo  Falk  of  the  OFF's  Foreigin  Language  Division  that 
Morris  S.  Wovik,  Director  of  \''IWfC   in  New  York  City,  has  been  appointed 
as  another  m.cmber  of  the  special  comriittec  of  the  Foreign  Language  Ad'vrisory 
Council.  Although  WiriC   is  definitely  a  ono-languagc  station,  the  nev; 
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oormittooTnan  has  had  wide  and  valuable  oxporiencc  in  this  field  of 
broadcasting* 

BE  Kim   TO  YOUR  CAR   CPlTklGl]   ** 

Gorirp.cndably  institutional  is  a  now  two-ninute  ET  being  offered  to  tho 
radio  industry  at  largo  by  The  Texas  Company  which,  thoy  tell  us,  sells 
oil  and  gasoline  and  things  like  that.  It's  a  musical  solo-ction  with  a 
nalo  quartet  and  Al  Goodrxin*s  orchestra  thrumrang  along  on  the  therie  of 
caring  for  your  car  and  autoiaotivc  conservation  in  general,  fron  tiros  to 
gas  tanl-:»  It  contains  ro  advertising  blurbs. 

The  selection  was  played  last  Sunday  night  during  the  Fred  Allen  show, 
and  plugs  the  slogan  adopted  by  tho  entire  oil  industry  on  behalf  of  con- 
servation -  "Care  for  Your  Car, ..for  Your  Country." 

A  copy  of  tho  transcription  nay  be  had  for  a  song  -  i.  c.,  without 
charge  -  \jy  writing  to  the  Advertising  Division  of  The  Texas  Conpany, 
135  East  42nd  Stroet,  New  York  Citj'-.  Sounds  like  a  good  bot* 


BVC 


1942, 


Nos.  \'^G 


13-H-2. 


LIBRARY  of  the 
NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  CO..  Inc. 

RCA  BUILDING 
30  ROCKEFELLER  PLAZA 

NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 


LIBRAKY  BUREAU  CAT.  NO.  1169.6 


